No More Sacrifices for Sins

Warning Against Despising Christ – Part 1

Hebrews 10:26-27
Introduction:

I.  The Possibility – 10:26a
A. The Symptom – 


Neglecting the assembly (v. 25)

Sin will keep you from the assembly.


The assembly will keep you from sin.

· Confessing our faith together.

· Provoking to love and good works.

· Exhorting one another.

B. The Sin 

1. Falling Away from the Assembly
Maybe they are tired, depressed, doubting, overtaken by sin.

These are the very times we need the assembly.
2. Going Back to the Temple Worship
It means going back to the old life. It’s more comfortable there.
C. The Seriousness

1. Notice Who Did It
“If we sin willfully”
He uses the first person plural twice. He uses it 9 other times in the book: 2:1; 2:3; 3:6; 4:13; 7:26; 10:39; 21:1; 12:15; 13:6 – a total of 11 times. That includes the writer.
2. Notice What They Did – “sinned willfully”
It is a definite act, (KJV, NKJV, ASV) a calculated step.
Not a gradual, continuous process (other versions - Esp. NIV) “If we deliberately keep on sinning”
There was no sacrifice for willful sin under the Law.

Blasphemy - Lev. 24


Adultery - Deut.21


Idolatry - Deut. 17


Violating the Sabbath – Num. 15


False prophecy – Deut. 13


Spirit medium – Lev. 20


Disobedient child – Num. 21



“…after we have received”
They had received the knowledge of the truth.

Context: the truth contained in the gospel.

They are turning their backs on the one sacrifice for sins.
II. The Prospects – 10:26b - 27
A. There Is No More Sacrifice for Sins – 10:26b
1. Responses to Sin

a. Avoid it 

Look the other way

Walk or drive another route.

Flee to a crowd.
b. Confess it - I John 1:9

Call it what God calls it – SIN

c. Pay for it
2. Sacrifice for Sin

Since the cross is now the only sacrifice:

a. The sacrifices which the Jews offered after AD 32 were worthless.
b. To leave the assembly was to leave the only sacrifice.

c. Un-confessed sins were un-forgiven.

That brings the chastening hand of God.

The Warnings Against:

Drifting


Disobedience

Disbelief

Degeneration

Despising Christ

Are leading the readers to Chapter 12 - “Whom the Lord loves He Chastens”
There, he encourages them to submit to and learn from the chastening of God.

The next step is forfeiture of the reward promised to those who persevere in faith.

B. A Fearful Looking for Judgment – 10:27a
1. What He Does Not Mean.

He does not mean that these people were going to be sent to hell.
They are believers, (see above and next time)
They have eternal life- John 3:16

God has promised them that they are secure - John 10:28-29
2. What He Does Mean
a. The Individual: Chastening will come.
What a man sows, he will also reap. God is not mocked!
b. The Nation



If they return to Judaism – in Jerusalem,



They will not leave with the Christians.



They will be in the judgment of AD 70.

c. The Family of God

I Peter 4:17 ﻿﻿

“For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God.”
d. The Future

Don’t look forward to the coming of the Lord.
In II Timothy 4:6-8 Paul tells of a reward for those who love the coming of the Lord.
“For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. ﻿Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
They will lose that reward.
C. A Fiery Indignation (Fierceness of Fire) - 10:27b
1. A Zealous or Jealous Fire.
It is sent by God.

If zealous, then we are reminded of John 2:17 - the cleansing of the temple.
“Then His disciples remembered that it was written, ﻿﻿“Zeal for Your house ﻿﻿has eaten Me up.” 

If jealous, then Ex 20 comes to mind you shall not bow down to them nor ﻿﻿serve them. ﻿﻿For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, ﻿ 

2. A Devouring Fire

a. Does not say that “we” will be devoured.
b. It identifies the fire

It is the same zealous/jealous fire that will devour the enemies of God.
It still burns.

It is still to be avoided.

Conclusion:
